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Research

We will now look at some of the different types of materials used in 

designing and making.

Types of Wood

Wood comes from all over the world and can be very 

expensive. Although there are many different types 

of woods, you will only use a few of them in school. 

The different types of wood can be split into a 

number of different groups. 

Hardwood

These come from deciduous or broad-leafed trees.

They are generally slow to growing which tends

to make them harder. However not all hardwoods

are hard, Balsa for example is very light and soft.

Softwoods
These come from coniferous trees, which have

needles rather than leaves. Softwoods generally

grow faster than hardwoods and are softer to work

than most hardwoods.

Manufactured Boards

These are timber sheet which are made either by

gluing wood layers or wood fibres together.

Manufactured boards have been developed mainly for industrial production techniques as they can be made in very large sheets of consistent quality. 

List as many different types of hardwood, softwood & manufactured boards as you can find and name two advantages for each type of timber. 
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